
 

Golden Threads 
Explore: Being curious about different beliefs and worldviews 

Engage: Thinking deeply about beliefs and worldviews 
Reflect: Considering the ‘bigger picture’ -our learning, our lives, and the world around us 

Tolerance: Understanding and respecting different beliefs and points of view 
Key vocabulary and knowledge: Confidence in using key terms accurately when discussing religions and secular worldviews. 

 

Year 
Group 

Unit Knowledge Vocabulary Links to previous learning 

 
 

1 

 
 

Family and Family 
Celebrations: Why 

do people have 
special food at 
special times? 

● What do I celebrate and how do I celebrate it? 
 

 
Celebration, 

Communion, Fast, 
Raksha Bandhan, 

Ramadan, Eid, Share, 
Shabbat, Special, 

Unity 

● Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
- I can talk about my home and community and I 
recognise that this might be different to my peers 
● ELG: Self-regulation: 
- I show an understanding of my own feelings and those 
of others, and begin to regulate my behaviour 
accordingly. 
● Understanding the world: 
- Encourage children to talk about the differences they 
notice between people, whilst also drawing their 
attention between different families and communities. 
- Celebrate and value cultural, religious and community 
events and experiences. Learning about some different 
celebrations around the world. 
- I am interested in the lives of people who are familiar to 
me. 
- I can remember and talk about significant events in my 
own experience 
- I can talk about similarities and differences between 
myself and others, and among families, culture and 
traditions.  
● ELG: People, culture and communities 
- Know some similarities and differences between 
religions and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
● Communication and Language: 
- I can understand simple questions with ‘how’ and ‘why’ 

● How is food shared at Communion and why? 
 

● What is Shabbat and who celebrates it? 
 

● Why is Raksha Bandhan an important festival for 
Hindus? 
 

● What do Muslims go without during Ramadan? 
 

                                                                                Religious Education - Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

 

 



- Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words  
● ELG: Speaking 
- I can participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering my own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary. 

 
 

1 

 
 

How and why do 
people celebrate 

birthdays? 

● Who is Buddha and how is his birthday celebrated?  
Advent, Birthday, 

Buddha, Celebrate, 
Christmas, 

Differences, Equality, 
Guru Nanak, Jesus, 

Prophet 
Muhammad, 

Similarities, Special, 
Wesak. 

● Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
- I can talk about my home and community and I 
recognise that this might be different to my peers 
● ELG: Self-regulation: 
- I show an understanding of my own feelings and those 
of others, and begin to regulate my behaviour 
accordingly. 
● Understanding the world: 
- Encourage children to talk about the differences they 
notice between people, whilst also drawing their 
attention between different families and communities. 
- Celebrate and value cultural, religious and community 
events and experiences. Learning about some different 
celebrations around the world. 
- I am interested in the lives of people who are familiar to 
me. 
- I can remember and talk about significant events in my 
own experience 
- I can talk about similarities and differences between 
myself and others, and among families, culture and 
traditions.  
● ELG: People, culture and communities 
- Know some similarities and differences between 
religions and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
● Communication and Language: 
- I can understand simple questions with ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
- Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words  
● ELG: Speaking 
- I can participate in small group, class and one-to-one  
discussions, offering my own ideas, using recently 
 introduced vocabulary. 

● Who is Guru Nanak and how is his birthday 
celebrated? 

● Who is prophet Muhammad and how is his birthday 
celebrated? 

● What is the Christmas Story? 
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 ● How do Muslims welcome a baby? 
 

 ● Understanding the world: 



Why is it important 
to celebrate the 
birth of a baby? 

● How do some Christians welcome a baby? 
 

Allah, Baptism, 
Celebrate, 

Christening, Faith, 
Font, Guru Granth 
Sahib, Jesus, Kaur, 
Message, Prayer, 
Promise, Singh, 

Synagogue, Thank 
you, Welcome. 

- Encourage children to talk about the differences they 
notice between people, whilst also drawing their 
attention between different families and communities. 
- Celebrate and value cultural, religious and community 
events and experiences. Learning about some different 
celebrations around the world. 
- I am interested in the lives of people who are familiar to 
me. 
- I can remember and talk about significant events in my 
own experience 
- I can talk about similarities and differences between 
myself and others, and among families, culture and 
traditions.  
● ELG: People, culture and communities 
- Know some similarities and differences between 
religions and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
● Communication and Language: 
- I can understand simple questions with ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
- Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words  
● ELG: Speaking 
- I can participate in small group, class and one-to-one  
discussions, offering my own ideas, using recently 
 introduced vocabulary. 
● How and why do people celebrate birthdays? (Year 1) 

● Was Jesus baptised as a baby? 
 

● How do Jewish people welcome a baby? 
 

● How does the Sikh Holy book help parents choose a 
name for their baby? 
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Why is our world 

special? 

● What do songs, poems, prayers, and stories say 
about God as the Creator?  

 
Creation, Earth, 
Environment, 

Respect, 
Responsibility, 
Stewardship. 

● Understanding the world: 
- Encourage children to talk about the differences they 
notice between people, whilst also drawing their 
attention between different families and communities. 
- Celebrate and value cultural, religious and community 
events and experiences. Learning about some different 
celebrations around the world. 
- I am interested in the lives of people who are familiar to 
me. 
- I can remember and talk about significant events in my 
own experience 
- I can talk about similarities and differences between 
myself and others, and among families, culture and 
traditions.  
● ELG: People, culture and communities 

● Can I compare creation stories? 
 

● How do different people show they care/do not 
care about the world? 

● Why is it important that people respect the natural 
world? 
 



- Know some similarities and differences between 
religions and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
● Communication and Language: 
- I can understand simple questions with ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
- Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words  
● ELG: Speaking 
- I can participate in small group, class and one-to-one  
discussions, offering my own ideas, using recently 
 introduced vocabulary. 

1  
Questions about God 

● What do Christians believe that God is like? 
 

 
Bible, Christian, 

Creation, Creator, 
Father, God, Holy 
Spirit, King, Psalm, 

Son, Trinity, 
Worship. 

● Understanding the world: 
- Encourage children to talk about the differences they 
notice between people, whilst also drawing their 
attention between different families and communities. 
- Celebrate and value cultural, religious and community 
events and experiences. Learning about some different 
celebrations around the world. 
- I am interested in the lives of people who are familiar to 
me. 
- I can remember and talk about significant events in my 
own experience 
- I can talk about similarities and differences between 
myself and others, and among families, culture and 
traditions.  
● ELG: People, culture and communities 
- Know some similarities and differences between 
religions and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
● Communication and Language: 
- I can understand simple questions with ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
- Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words  
● ELG: Speaking 
- I can participate in small group, class and one-to-one  
discussions, offering my own ideas, using recently 
 introduced vocabulary.  
●Why is our world special? (Year 1) 

● Why is God described as a King? 
 

● What do Christians mean by ‘Trinity’? 
 

● Why could God be called a ‘gift giver’? 
 

1  
Where do we 

belong? 

This is a ‘big question’/enquiry based unit. The key 
knowledge is a starting point for questions and ideas 
the teacher (and the children) may wish to explore. 

 
Belief, Belong, 

Belonging, 

●Understanding the world: 



● Where do I belong? 
 

Community, Faith, 
Family, Friendship, 

Relationships, 
Respect. 

- Encourage children to talk about the differences they 
notice between people, whilst also drawing their 
attention between different families and communities. 
- Celebrate and value cultural, religious and community 
events and experiences. Learning about some different 
celebrations around the world. 
- I am interested in the lives of people who are familiar to 
me. 
- I can remember and talk about significant events in my 
own experience 
- I can talk about similarities and differences between 
myself and others, and among families, culture and 
traditions.  
● ELG: People, culture and communities 
- Know some similarities and differences between 
religions and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
● Communication and Language: 
- I can understand simple questions with ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
- Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words  
● ELG: Speaking 
- I can participate in small group, class and one-to-one  
discussions, offering my own ideas, using recently 
 introduced vocabulary.● This unit makes links with all 
other units taught during Year 1 

● Where do people belong? 
 

● What do people do because they belong to a faith 
or belief community? 

● How might ideas of family and community be 
reflected in our own lives? 

2  
Why should we 

share and be 
thankful? 

 

● What did Jesus teach about being thankful? 
 

 
Diwali, Gratitude, 
Harvest, Kindness, 
Miracle, Parable, 

Share, Sukkot, 
Thankful. 

 

● What did Jesus teach about sharing? 
 

● How do Christians celebrate Harvest? 
 

● What is Sukkot and who celebrates it?  
 

● How does Sukkot compare to Christian Harvest 
festival? 
 

 
2 

 
What is the meaning 

of Christmas? 

 
● Why was Jesus such a special baby? 
 

 
 

 



● Why is Advent more than a countdown to 
Christmas?   
 

Advent, Christian, 
Christingle, 

Christmas, Jesus, 
Light, Nativity, 

Prepared, Second 
coming, Special. 

● What happens at a Christingle? What does it 
symbolise? 
 

● What are carols and why do Christians sing them? 
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How do we celebrate 
our journey through 

life? 
 

● How do members of a religious faith celebrate key 
milestones in the journey of life? 

 
Birth, Celebrate, 
Death, Family, 

Heaven, Important, 
Journey, Marriage, 
Meaning, Paradise, 

Purpose, 
Reincarnation, 

Special. 

● Why is it important to celebrate the birth of a baby? 
(Year 1) 

● What artefacts, symbols and ceremonies are used at 
significant times? 

● Why are some times in life significant or special? 
 

● Can we compare the journey through life of a 
Christian, a Hindu and a Muslim? 

 
2 

 
Why are some 
stories special? 

● What stories and books are special to people within 
religions and beliefs? 

 
Bible, Message, 

Moral, Qur’an, Story, 
Text(s), Torah, 
Values, Veda. 

● Why is it important to celebrate the birth of a baby? 
(Year 1) 
● Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
 

● What do some stories and books say about how 
people should live? 

● What are the key messages that we can take from 
special stories and books? 
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How should we live 

our lives? 

● What rules and codes of behaviour help me know 
what to do? 

 
Bible, 

Commandments, 
Duty, Guru Granth 

Sahib, Kindness, 
Morals, Qur’an, 
Reason, Rules, 
Service, Seva, 

Support, Torah, 
Values. 

● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
 

● What values are important to me, and how can I 
show them in how I live? 

● How do some stories from religions and worldviews, 
and the example set by some people, show me what 
to do? 
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Why are some places 

special? 

This is a ‘big question’/enquiry based unit. The key 
knowledge is a starting point for questions and ideas 
the teacher (and the children) may wish to explore. 

 
Belief, Church, 

Community, Mandir, 
Mosque, Objects, 
Pictures, Respect, 
Special, Symbols 

● Why is it important to celebrate the birth of a baby? 
(Year 1) 
● Questions about God (Year 1) 
● Why should we share and be thankful? (Year 2) 
● How do we celebrate our journey through life? (Year 2) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 

● What places are special to me? Why are they 
special? 
 



● What places are special to members of a religious or 
belief community? 

 
 

● What do these buildings and places that are special 
to religious or belief communities look like? 

● Do they have special places, objects, pictures or 
symbols? 
 

● How are they used? 
 

● What do they tell us about what people believe? 
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What charitable 

difference do 
Christians make in 

the UK? 

● What is a charity? 
 

 
Care, Charity, 
Compassion, 

Empathy, Kindness, 
Motivation, 
Samaritan. 

● Why should we share and be thankful? (Year 2) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
 
 

● How do charities show that they care? 
 

● What is a good Samaritan? 
 

● Can I explore other Christian stories about helping 
others? 
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How is Christmas 

celebrated around 
the world? 

● Where how and why is Las Posadas celebrated? 
 

 
Advent, Celebrate, 

Christian, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Las 

Posadas, Nativity, 
Traditions. 

● What is the meaning of Christmas? (Year 2) 

● How do Christmas traditions in Poland link to the 
Christmas story? 

● How do people in Norway celebrate advent? 
 

● What is Epiphany and how is it celebrated in Spain? 
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What do religions 

teach about 
fairness? 

● What is the Golden Rule? 
 

 
Equality, Fair, 

Fairness, 
Forgiveness, Golden 
Rule, Guru Nanak, 
Inequality, Jonah, 

Unfair. 

 

● Is the Golden Rule only a Christian rule? 
 

● What do Guru Nanak’s stories teach us about 
fairness? 
 

● What does the story of Jonah teach us about 
forgiveness? 
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 ● What do stories from the bible say about Jesus? 
 

 ● What do religions teach about fairness? (Year 3) 
 



Why is Jesus 
important? 

● What things did Jesus say and do that guide people 
in their lives? 

Bible, Compassion, 
Equality, Guides, 

Important, Inspire, 
Kindness, Morals, 
Teaching(s), The 

Golden Rule, Values. 

● How important are stories about Jesus and Jesus’ 
teachings in Britain today? 

3  
What does it mean 

to be a Hindu? 
 

● How do members of the Hindu faith celebrate and 
live out their beliefs in: 
- The journey of life? 
- Their main festivals and practices? 
- Their faith communities? 
- The wider world? 

 
Aum (Om), Brahma, 
Brahman, Dharma, 

Diwali, Gandhi, 
Karma, Light, 

Mandir, Moksha, 
Moral, Murtis, 

Purpose, Respect, 
Shiva, Soul, 
Teaching, 

Thankfulness, The 
Veda, Trimurti, 

Vishnu. 

● Family and Family Celebrations: Why do people have 
special food at special times? (Year 1) 
● Why is it important to celebrate the birth of a baby? 
(Year 1) 
● Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
● How do we celebrate our journey through life? (Year 2) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
What makes some places special (Year 2) 
● What do religions teach about fairness? (Year 3) 

● Within the different groups of this faith, what are 
the most important similarities and key differences? 
Why do they differ? How do they seek to work 
together? 

● What are my values, how are these similar or 
different to the values that Hindus have/how Hindus 
live their lives? 
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How do people 

express their belief 
and identity? 

This is a ‘big question’/enquiry based unit. The key 
knowledge is a starting point for questions and ideas 
the teacher (and the children) may wish to explore. 

 
Belief(s), 

Experiences, 
Express/Expression, 

Feelings, Ideas, 
Identity, Represent, 

Signs, Symbols 
 

● Where do we belong? (Year 1) 
● How do we celebrate our journey through life? (Year 2) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
● What do religions teach about fairness? (Year 3) 
● What does it mean to be a Hindu? (Year 3) 
 
 
 
 

● How do people express their beliefs, identity and 
experiences using signs, symbols and the wider arts 
(e.g. art, buildings, dance, drama, music, painting, 
poetry, ritual and story)? 

● Why do some people of faith not use the arts to 
represent certain things? 

● How and why are ‘universal’ symbols such as; 
colour, light, darkness, wind, sound, water, fire and 
silence, used in religions and beliefs? 
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How does what you 
believe affect what 
you choose to eat? 

 

● How do Muslims decide what they should eat and 
drink? 
 

 
Ahimsa, Goshalla, 

Halal, Haram, 
Kashrut, Khalifah, 
Kosher, Qur’an, 

Sacred, Torah, Treif, 
Vegetarian. 

● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● What does it mean to be a Hindu? (Year 3) 
 

● How do Hindus decide what they should eat and 
drink? 
 

● How do Jewish people decide what they should eat 
and drink? 



● Can I make comparisons about how religious 
believers decide what they eat and drink? 
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What do our 

Christmas 
decorations really 

mean? 

● Why do we have lights at Christmas? 
 

 
Celebration, Eternal, 
Guidance, kindness, 
Light of the World, 
Nativity, Prophecy, 

Prophet, 
Resurrection, 

Saviour, Shepherd, 
Symbolise. 

● What is the meaning of Christmas? (Year 2) 
● How is Christmas celebrated around the world? (Year 
3) ● How can an evergreen tree that had special 

meaning for people even before Jesus was born still 
be a symbol for Christians at Christmas? 

● Why are bells significant at Christmas? 
 

● How can candy canes lead Christians to safety and 
peace? 
 

● How can Christmas stockings help us think about 
giving service and show kindness to others? 
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Why are some 

journeys and places 
special? 

● Why do some people go on pilgrimage and special 
journeys? 

 
Allah, Christian, 

Faith, God, Jesus, 
Hajj, Hindu, Journey, 
Muslim, Pilgrimage, 

Pray, Prophet 
Muhammad, 

Respect, Spiritual 
Experience, 

Varanasi. 

● Where do we belong? (Year 1) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
●How do we celebrate our journey through life? (Year 2) 
● What does it mean to be a Hindu? (Year 3) 
 

● What practices and events are associated with 
pilgrimage and special journeys? 

● What artistic, symbolic and other expressive work is 
associated with special journeys and places? 

● Why is a pilgrimage different to a normal journey? 
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Why do some people 
think that Jesus was 

an inspirational 
leader? 

● What do we know about the life story of Jesus? 
 

 
Beatitudes, Bible, 
Christian, Faith, 

Follower, Gospels, 
Healing, Hero, 

Inspiration, Inspiring, 
Jesus, Kindness, 
Miracle, Parable, 
Sermon, Symbol, 

Teacher, Tolerance, 
Truthfulness. 

 
 
 
 

● Questions about God (Year 1) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● Why is Jesus important? (Year 3) 
 
 

● Is the life story of Jesus inspiring for some people? 
 

● What did Jesus teach? 
 

● What miracles did Jesus perform? 
 

● What do Jesus’ miracles show about him? 
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What does it mean 

to be a Sikh? 
 

● How do members of the Sikh faith celebrate and live 
out their beliefs in: 
- The journey of life? 
- Their main festivals and practices? 
- Their faith communities? 
- The wider world? 

 
Amrit, Commitment, 

Community, 
Equality, Gurdwara, 
Guru, Guru Granth 
Sahib, Guru Nanak, 

Inspirational, 
Kachera, Kanga, 

Kara, Kesh, Khalsa, 
Khanda, Kindness, 

Kirpan, Langar, 
Leader, Respect, 

Rumala, Sewa, The 
5Ks 

● How and why do people celebrate birthdays? (Year 1) 
● Why is it important to celebrate the birth of a baby? 
(Year 1) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
● Why are some places special? (Year 2) 
● What do religions teach about fairness? (Year 3) 
 

● Within the different groups of this faith, what are 
the most important similarities and key differences? 
Why do they differ? How do they seek to work 
together? 
● What are my values, how are these similar or 
different to the values that Sikh have/how Sikhs live 
their lives? 
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How do we make 
moral choices: Do 

you need to believe 
in God to be a good 

person? 
 

This is a ‘big question’/enquiry based unit. The key 
knowledge is a starting point for questions and ideas 
the teacher (and the children) may wish to explore. 

 
Choices, Conscience, 

Consequences, 
Decisions, Integrity, 

Morals, 
Organisations, 

Questions, Respect, 
Right, Teaching, 
Values, Wrong 

● Where do we belong? (Year 1) 
● Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
● Questions about God (Year 1) 
● Why should we share and be thankful? (Year 2) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● What charitable difference do Christians make in the 
UK? (Year 3) 
● What do religions teach about fairness? (Year 3) 
● What does it mean to be a Hindu? (Year 3) 
● How does what you believe affect what you choose to 
eat? (Year 4) 
● Why do some people think that Jesus was an 
inspirational leader? (Year 4) 
● What does it mean to be a Sikh? (Year 4) 

● What are moral questions? 
 

● What are the consequences of the moral choices 
that we make? 

● What people and organisations help in making 
moral choices? 

● What are the most important moral values and 
teachings? 
 

● How do we decide what is right and wrong? 
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How and why do 

people pray? 
 

● Why is prayer important for people who belong to a 
faith? 
 

 
Faith, Covenant, 

Gurdwara, Makkah, 
Mandir, Mitzvah, 
Mosque, Prayer, 

Reflect, Reverence, 
Sacred, Sangat, 
Shrine, Salah, 
Synagogue. 

● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● Why is Jesus important? (Year 3) 
● What does it mean to be a Hindu? (Year 3) 
● What does it mean to be a Sikh? (Year 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● How do Christians pray? 
 

● How do Muslims pray? 
 

● How do Hindus pray? 
 

● How do Jewish people pray? 
 



● What are the similarities and differences in how 
people pray? 
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What does it mean 

to be a Muslim? 
 

● How do members of the Muslim faith celebrate and 
live out their beliefs in: 
- The journey of life? 
- Their main festivals and practices? 
- Their faith communities? 
- The wider world? 

 
Allah, Discipline, 

Compassionate, Eid 
ul Fitr, Ibadah, 

Makkah, Mosque, 
Qur’an, Ramadan, 

Salah, Sawm, 
Shahada, The Five 

Pillars of Islam, The 
Prophet 

Muhammad, Zakat. 

● How and why do people celebrate birthdays? (Year 1) 
● Why is it important to celebrate the birth of a baby? 
(Year 1) 
●Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
● Where do we belong? (Year 1) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
● Why are some places special? (Year 2) 
● What do religions teach about fairness? (Year 3) 
● How does what you believe affect what you choose to 
eat? (Year 4) 
● Why are some journeys and places special? (Year 4) 
● How do we make moral choices: Do you need to 
believe in God to be a good person? (Year 4) 
● How and why do people pray? (Year 5) 

● Within the different groups of this faith, what are 
the most important similarities and key differences? 
Why do they differ? How do they seek to work 
together? 
● What are my values, how are these similar or 
different to the values that Muslim have/how Muslims 
live their lives? 
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Why do religious 

books and teachings 
matter? 

●What different kinds of writing and story are there 
that are important to religion and beliefs? 

 
Beliefs, Bible, 

Messages, Morals, 
Guru Granth Sahib, 

Qur’an, Respect, 
Sacred, Scripture, 

Special, Torah, 
Values. 

●How do we celebrate our journey through life? (Year 2) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● How do people express their belief and identity? (Year 
3) 
● What does it mean to be a Hindu? 
(Year 3) 
● What does it mean to be a Sikh? (Year 4) 
● How do we make moral choices: Do you need to 
believe in God to be a good person? (Year 4) 
● How and why do people pray? (Year 5) 
● What does it mean to be a Muslim (Year 5) 

● Where do the most special kinds of writing and 
stories come from? 

● How do communities show that they value special 
books and writings? 

● What are the moral messages that can be found in 
stories from religions and beliefs? 

● How important are religious books and teachings in 
contemporary Britain? 
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What does it mean 
to be a Christian? 

 

● How do members of the Christian faith celebrate 
and live out their beliefs in: 
- The journey of life? 
- Their main festivals and practices? 
- Their faith communities? 
- The wider world? 

 
Bible, Church, 

Commandments, 
Fairness, 

Forgiveness, God, 
Jesus, Love, Peace, 

Pray/Prayer, 
Resurrection, Values. 

● How and why do people celebrate birthdays? (Year 1) 
● Why is it important to celebrate the birth of a baby? 
(Year 1) 
●Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
● Where do we belong? (Year 1) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
● Why are some places special? (Year 2) 

● Within the different groups of this faith, what are 
the most important similarities and key differences? 



Why do they differ? How do they seek to work 
together? 

● What do religions teach about fairness? (Year 3) 
●Why is Jesus important? (Year 3) 
● Why do some people think that Jesus was an 
inspirational leader? (Year 4) 
● Why are some journeys and places special? (Year 4) 
● How do we make moral choices: Do you need to 
believe in God to be a good person? (Year 4) 
● How and why do people pray? (Year 5) 

● What are my values, how are these similar or 
different to the values that Christian have/how 
Christians live their lives? 
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What do people 

believe about life? 

● What feelings do people experience in relation to 
change and death? 

 
Change, Death, 

Experience, Journey, 
Karma, Kindness, 

Life, Pathway, 
Suffering. 

● Family and Family Celebrations: Why do people have 
special food at special times? (Year 1) 
● Why is it important to celebrate the birth of a baby? 
(Year 1) 
●Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
● Where do we belong? (Year 1) 
● How do we celebrate our journey through life? (Year 2) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
● Why are some places special? (Year 2) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● How do people express their belief and identity? (Year 
3) 
● Why are some journeys and places special? (Year 4) 
● How do we make moral choices: Do you need to 
believe in God to be a good person? (Year 4) 
● Why do religious books and teachings matter? (Year 5) 
● What does it mean to be a Christian? (Year 5) 

● What answers might be given by ourselves, and by 
religions and beliefs (Christianity and Buddhism) to 
questions about: 
- The origin and meaning of life? 
- Our place in society? 
- Our place in the natural world 
- The existence of God 
- The experience of suffering? 
- The meaning of life? 
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Can belief change 

the world? 
 

This is a ‘big question’/enquiry based unit. The key 
knowledge is a starting point for questions and ideas 
the teacher (and the children) may wish to explore. 

 
Activism, Belief, 

Change, 
Commitment, 

Education, Equality, 
Example, Impact, 

Inspire, Inspirational, 
Integrity, Justice, 

Role model, Protest, 
Values, W 
orldview. 

● Where do we belong? (Year 1) 
●Why should we share and be thankful? (Year 2) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● What charitable difference do Christians make in the 
UK? (Year 3) 
● What do religions teach about fairness? (Year 3) 
●What does it mean to be a Hindu? (Year 3) 
● How do people express their beliefs and identity? (Year 
3) 
● Why do some people think that Jesus was an 
inspirational leader? (Year 4) 
● How do we make moral choices: Do you need to 
believe in God to be a good person? (Year 4)  
● What does it mean to be a Muslim? (Year 5)  
● Why do religious books and teachings matter? (Year 5)  

● What positive examples have people given that 
show us how to live? 

● What values and commitments have inspired or 
been taught by founders of faith or communities, 
leaders, believers and specific communities? 

● How have actions and examples of people of faith or 
belief changed our world? 

● How might we change our lives in light of the 
qualities demonstrated by other people? 



● What does it mean to be a Christian? (Year 5)  
● What do people believe about life? (Year 5) 
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Who was Buddha 
and what can we 
learn from him? 

 

● What were the ‘four sights of suffering?’  
Bodhi Tree, Buddha, 

Buddhist, Calm, 
Decisions, Dukka, 
Enlightenment, 

Impermanent, Lotus 
flower, Middle way, 

Meditate, Noble 
Eight-fold path, 

Suffering, Wesak. 
 

● How and why do people celebrate birthdays? (Year 1) 
● How do people express their belief and identity? (Year 
3)  
● Do you need to believe in God to be a good person? 
(Year 4) 
● What do people believe about life? (Year 5) 

● What does the festival of Wesak celebrate and how 
is the lotus flower important to Buddhists? 

● What are the four noble truths and how do they 
affect the life of a Buddhist? 

● How can following the ‘middle way’ end suffering? 

● Why is the ‘noble eight-fold path’ important to 
Buddhists?  
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What does it mean 

to be Jewish? 

● How do members of the Jewish faith celebrate and 
live out their beliefs in: 
- The journey of life? 
- Their main festivals and practices? 
- Their faith communities? 
- The wider world? 

 
Ark, Atonement, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Covenant, Hebrew, 
Jewish, Kosher, 
Passover, Rabbi, 

Reflection, Shabbat, 
Rosh Hashanah, Star 
of David, Synagogue, 

Torah. 

●Family and family celebrations (Year 1) ● Why is it 
important to celebrate the birth of a baby? (Year 1) 
● Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
●Where do we belong? (Year 1) 
●How do we celebrate our journey through life? (Year 2) 
● Why are some stories special? (Year 2) ● How should 
we live our lives? (Year 2) 
●What makes some places special? (Year 2) 
●How do people express their beliefs and identity? (Year 
3) 
● Why are some journeys and places special? (Year 4) 
● Can belief change the world? (Year 5) 
●Why should we share and be thankful?  Why do 
religious books and teachings matter? (Year 5) 

● Within the different groups of this faith, what are 
the most important similarities and key differences? 
Why do they differ? How do they seek to work 
together? 
● What are my values, how are these similar or 
different to the values that Jewish people have/how 
Jewish people live their lives? 
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What matters the 
most to Christians 
and Humanists? 

 

● What is a Humanist? 
 

 
Code, 

Commandments, 
Duty, Humanism, 
Logic, Morality, 
Reason, Rules, 

Support, Values. 

● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) 
● Do you need to believe in God to be a good person? 
(Year 4)  
● What does it mean to be a Christian? (Year 5) 
● Can belief change the world? (Year 5) 

● What do we know about good and bad, right and 
wrong? 
 

● What codes for living do Christians try and follow? 
 

● Do Christians and Humanists share any values? 
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How do different 

religions believe that 

● What do Christians and Jewish people believe about 
the creation of the world? 

 
Allah, Big Bang, 

Brahma, Creation, 
Creation Stories, 

●Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
● How should we live our lives?’ (Year 2) 
●What does it mean to be a Hindu? (Year 3)  
● What does it mean to be a Sikh? (Year 4) 

● What do Sikhs believe about the creation of the 
world? 



the world was 
created? 

 

 Earth, Environment, 
God, Respect, 
Responsibility, 

Science, 
Stewardship, 

Universe, Vishnu. 

● What does it mean to be a Christian? (Year 5) 
●What does it mean to be a Muslim? (Year 5)  
●What does it mean to be Jewish? (Year 6) 
● What matters the most to Christians and Humanists? 
(Year 6) 

● What do Hindus believe about the creation of the 
world? 
 

● What do Muslims believe about the creation of the 
world? 
 

● What do Humanists believe about the creation of 
the world? 
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Bringing it all 

together: What is 
important to me? 

 

● What do I believe/what is my worldview?  
Agnostic, Atheist, 
Belief, Belonging, 
Faith, Important, 

Opinion, 
Relationships, Theist, 

Value, Worldview. 

● This unit makes links with all of the units taught in RE – 
as it pulls all of the threads that have been explored 
together and allows children to reflect on their learning 
and their personal beliefs and worldviews. 

● How might key stories, hymns, prayers, acts of 
worship etc. help people to understand more about 
themselves and their relationships? 
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Do we have a duty to 
look after the earth: 

Stewardship or 
dominion? 

This is a ‘big question’/enquiry based unit. The key 
knowledge is a starting point for questions and ideas 
the teacher (and the children) may wish to explore. 

 
Activism, Climate 
change, Creation, 

Dominion, 
Environment, 

Equality, Justice, 
Responsibility, 

Right(s), Stewardship 

●Why is our world special? (Year 1) 
● How should we live our lives? (Year 2) ●What does it 
mean to be a Hindu? (Year 3) 
● How does what you believe affect what you choose to 
eat? (Year 4) 
● What does it mean to be a Sikh? (Year 4) 
●How do we make moral choices: do you need to believe 
in God to be a good person? (Year 4) 
● What does it mean to be a Muslim? (Year 5) 
● Why do religious books and teachings matter? (Year 5) 
● What does it mean to be a Christian? (Year 5) 
● Who was Buddha and what can we learn from him? 
(Year 6) 
● What does it mean to be Jewish? (Year 6) 
●What matters the most to Christians and Humanists? 
(Year 6) 

● How well do we look after the world?  
 

● Are we at one with nature? 
 

● Who does the world belong to? 
 

● What do religions and worldviews suggest about 
whether we have a duty to care for the world? 

● Is this the world that we created? 
 

● Why should we care for the world? 
 

 


