
 

Golden Threads – Chronology – Explaining when events have happened, Historical Enquiry – Researching time periods like a historian, Vocabulary and 
Knowledge – using historical language like a historian and Knowledge and Interpretation – looking at clues about the past like a historian.   

At the beginning of each year, could each class please have a timeline set up showing each of the units that have been previously taught in school. The 
units taught within that current year will be added when taught and discussed. Please make sure the time periods are in chronological order and have the 

appropriate time gaps between events.  
Year 

Group 
Unit Knowledge Vocabulary Links to previous History Learning 

1 Family History • To know what ‘old’ and ‘new’ means. 

• To know how they have changed since birth 

including walking, talking, feeding and 

independence.  

• To be able to put three different toys in 

chronological order.  

 

Old, Very old, New, A long 
time ago, ‘When mummy 

and daddy were little’, 
‘When I was little…’ 

  
 

Understanding the World 
-Encourage children to talk about the 
differences they notice between people, 
whilst also drawing their attention to 
similarities between different families 
and communities. 
-Spend time with children talking about 
memories and sharing photos. 
-Observe and discuss change over time. 
ELG - Past and Present  
- Talk about the lives of the people 
around them and their roles in society;  
- Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now. 

1 Changes in 
transport 

 
(aeroplanes) 

• To know who the Wright brothers were and 

their first flight in 1903.  

• To know that aeroplanes are used for 

commercial (holidays), trade, relief, defence 

(war), and exploration.  

• To know what ‘aviation’ means.  

Old, Very old, New, A long 

time ago, Aviation, Wright 

brothers  

  

 

Understanding the World 
Learn about different occupations and 
invite visitors to talk about their work. 
Observe and discuss change over time. 
Share high quality texts to support 
learning and ensure non-fiction texts are 
available for children to look at and refer 
to. 
ELG - Past and Present  

                                                                       History Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

 

 



- Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class;  
- Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

1 Inspirational 
people 

(Walter Tull) 

• To know who Sir Walter Tull was. 

• To know that he was one of football's first black 

players in England. 

• To know he was the British Army's first ever 

black officer to command white troops. 

Dates, Now, Past, Present, 

Then, War, Officer, World 

War One.  

  

 

Understanding the World 
Learn about different occupations and 
invite visitors to talk about their work. 
Observe and discuss change. 
ELG - Past and Present  
- Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class;  
- Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

2 The Great Fire 
of London 

• To know what the Great Fire of London was 

including key dates (1666) and people - 

monarch (Charles II), Samuel Pepys and Thomas 

Farriner, the baker.) 

• To know the similarities and differences of 

before and after the fire.  

• To know how life changed in London due to the 

fire. 

 

Dates, Now, Past, Present, 

Then, Monarch 

  
 

Inspirational people (Year 1) -  
Samuel Pepys writing his Diary and  
Charles II changing London for the better.   

2 International 
Achievements 
Amelia Earhart and 

Neil Armstrong  

• To know who Amelia Earhart and Neil 

Armstrong are and what they explored. 

• To know the similarities and differences 

between their explorations. 

Dates, Now, Past, Present, 

Then, Explorer, Exploration  

 

Changes in transport (Year 1) – Emilia 
Earhart flew a plane.  



2 1953 and the 

Coronation of 

Queen 

Elizabeth II 

• To know who Elizabeth II was and what is meant 

by a Coronation. 

• To know the significance of the Coronation such 

as it was the first live televised coronation. 

• To know how the coronation was celebrated.  

Dates, Parliament, Queen, 

Before, After, Coronation, 

Monarch  

Family History (Year 1) – family 
members recalling the coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth.  

3 Ancient Greeks  • To know what the word ‘Ancient’ means. 

• To know what Ancient Greek life entailed such 
as their belief in the Greek Gods and 
Democracy. 

• To know how the Ancient Greeks have 
influenced life today. (Government - Democracy 
and sport -Olympic Games)  

Ancient, Century, 

Democracy, Parliament, 

Parthenon  

  

 

 

3 Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

• To know what life was like in the Stone Age, 

Bronze Age and Iron Age. 

• To make comparisons across the three time 

periods.  

To know what an archaeologist does and how 

this has developed our understanding of these 

time periods 

Ancient, Century, BC, AD, 

Forage, Archaeologist 

  

 

The Great fire of London (Year 2) – links 
through enquiry skills of how we know 
these people existed.  

3 Local History  
 

(The Shoe 
industry) 

• To know what ‘industry’ means and relate it to 

industries in Northampton. 

• To know how a successful industry benefits the 

area.  

• To know why the industry was successful. 

(Location of the town)  

Before, After, Present Day, 

Industry, Century, Decade 

  

 

Inspirational people (Year 1) – Sir Walter 
Tull played for Northampton Town 

4 The Romans • To know the key people within the Roman Era 

such as Julius Caesar and Boudica. 

• To know what an invasion is and how the 

Romans used it to conquer Britain. 

• To know how the Roman invasion of Britain 

impacted British life.  

Century, Decade, Invasion, 

Empire, conquer. 

  
 

Ancient Greeks (Year 3) links with the 
Gods and temples.  



4 Anglo-Saxon 
Settlement 

• To know what a settlement is and the key roles 

within it. 

• To know where the Anglo-Saxons originated 

from. 

• To know how the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain. 

Settlement, Kingdom, Shire, 

Court, Writs, Charter 

  

The Romans (Year 4) – links with 
invasion 

4 The Norman 
Conquest 

• To know who William the Conqueror is.  

• To know what is meant by a battle and the 

importance of the Battle of Hastings (1066).  

• To know who the Normans were and their place 

within history. 

Conquest, Battle, Century, 

AD, Domesday Book 

  
 

The Romans and Anglo Saxons (Year 4) 
– links with invasion 

5 The Vikings • To know who the Vikings were and their place 

within history. 

• To know what life was like as a Viking. 

• To know what is meant by the term 

‘Civilisation’. 

Present day, Dates, Invasion, 

AD, BC, Civilisation, Century 

 
 

The Norman Conquest, The Romans and 
Angelo Saxons (Year 4) – links with 
invasion 

5 Ancient Egypt • To know who Tutankhamen and Cleopatra are.  

• To know about the life of an Ancient Egyptian 

who worked to build the pyramids and tombs.  

• To know the importance of Pharaohs and the 

mummification process within Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation.  

Ancient, Civilisation, 

Archaeologist, Pharaohs, 

Mummification 

  
 

Stone Age to Iron Age (Year 3) – learning 
about the role of an archaeologist.  
 
Ancient Greeks (Year 3) – civilisations 
what they brought.  

5 Victorians 
 

(Educational and 
chid reforms)  

• To know when the Victorian Era was.  

• To know what is meant by school reforms and 

the impact they had on children’s lives during 

the Victorian period.  

• To know what education was like for a Victorian 

child.  

 

Chronology, Reforms, Era, 

Parliament, Interpret, 

Sources, Reliability 

 

 

Inspirational people (Year 1) – Sir Walter 
Tull was born in the Victorian Era (1888) 

6 The Battle of 
Britain 

• To know what the Battle of Britain was, why it 

occurred and where. 

• To know who Sir Winston Churchill was. 

Decade, Century, RAF, 

Parliament, World War II, 

Changes in transport – (Year 1) – links to 
aeroplanes and the spitfire and how it 
was used for War.  



• To know the importance of the Battle of Britain. 

 

Spitfire 

  
 

6 The Tudors • To know who Henry VIII is and the dates he 

ruled England. 

• To know who Henry VIII’s wives were and what 

their fates were. 

• To know how Henry VIII changed the Church of 

England and why. 

VIII, Dates, Century, 

Monarch, Parliament, 

Catholic Church 

  
 

The Great Fire of London (Year 2) – 
learning about the monarch King Charles 
II, The Victorians (Year 5) – learning the 
monarch at the time Queen Victoria and 
The Norman (Year 4) William the 
Conqueror   

6 The Mayan 
Civilisation 

• To be able to recall the dates when the Mayan 

Civilisation was around.  

• To compare Mayan life to present day Britain 

and know what the Mayans did that impacts life 

today.  

• To be able to talk about the Mayan’s and what 

their lives were like.  

Civilisation, AD, Present day, 

Interpretations, Century 

 

 

Ancient Greeks (Year 3) and Egyptian 
Civilisation (Year 5) – other ancient 
civilisations and what they brought.  

  


